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sion. Such a fact is not commendatory of the justice or good sense 
which underlies so extraordinary a law. 

Dr. Paullin's book is in every way to be recommended as a study of 
its subject. 

F. E. Chadwick. 

Les Questions actuelles de Politique Urang&re en Europe. By F. Charmes, 
A. Leroy-Beaulieu, R. Millet, A. Ribot, A. Vandal, R. de Caix, 
R. Henry, G. Louis-Jaray, R. Pinon, and A. Tardieu. Paris: 
Felix Alcan. 1911. pp. 320, maps. Price 6 fr. 50. 

This is the third and revised edition of a book originally published in 
1907. It is the first of a series on contemporary historical and political 
problems resulting from conferences at the famous Ecole Idbre des 
Sciences Politiques in Paris. The avantr-propos contains the following 
interesting announcement: 

"This first series of conferences held in 1907 has since then been re- 
peated annually at the Ecole Libre des Sciences Politiques. This year 
[19H] we shall prepare our fifth series upon the present-day questions of 
foreign affairs in America." 

The volume under consideration contains the results of five con- 
ferences dealing with the important subjects of English and of German 
foreign policy, the Austro-Hungarian and the Macedonian questions, 
and present-day Russia. Each conference consists of a careful study 
by some leading authority, followed by a brief discours on the part of 
some distinguished statesman or publicist. Naturally the solid etudes 
have more value and interest to the student than the more brilliant 
discours. 

These studies aim at impartiality and appear to be remarkably free 
from national bias or partisanship, though they naturally reflect the 
French point of view, and French interests are placed frankly in the fore- 
ground. M. Robert de Caix gives the following characterization and 
summary of recent British policy (pp. 1 and 48) : 

" During the last quarter of a century, the foreign policy of England 
has passed from a great quietude to a crisis of imperialism and colonial 
appetite, and finally to a renewal of that care for European equilibrium 
which the English have shown several times in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, and at the beginning of the nineteenth century. ., . . 
Such has been the foreign policy of England: To eliminate the diffi- 
culties between herself and such Powers as she might be able to unite 
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for the purpose of safe-guarding the equilibrium which, threatened by 
the progress and unmeasured aspirations of Germany, had begun to dis- 
turb her; and to unite herself with these Powers while uniting them with 
one another (se rapprocher de ces puissances tout en les rapprocher les 
unes des autres)." 

M. Tardieu presents us with a brief but interesting study of recent 
German foreign policy from the French point of view. He is unques- 
tionably right in characterizing this policy as largely a " personal" one 
during the reign of William II. Whether readers generally will agree 
with him than German intervention in Morocco was a mere pretext or 
that "Germany has struggled for supremacy and France for equili- 
brium" will depend mainly upon their pro-French or pro-German 
sympathies; but, however well-disposed toward Germany he may be, 
even the most impartial student must at times deplore her diplomatic 
aims and methods. 

It is interesting to note the restraint with which M. Tardieu speaks of 
the possibility of maintaining "correct" relations between France and 
Germany. 

In his comprehensive study of the Austro-Hungarian question, M. 
Louis- Jaray answers three questions. 1. Is the Austrian state threat- 
ened with spontaneous dissolution? 2. Is Austria-Hungary threatened 
with separation? 3. Is Austria-Hungary threatened with partition? 
These questions are all answered in the negative. 

One of the most interesting of these studies is that on the Macedonian 
question by M. Pinon, who predicts, p. 215, that "little by little, like a 
ripe fruit, Macedonia may be detached from the Ottoman Empire, while 
remaining attached to her by a tie of vassalage. It would be the same 
evolution that has been undergone in the case of Roumelia and which is 
now in process of completion for Crete." 

The Russian question is very ably discussed by MM. Henry and 
Leroy-Beaulieu. Both of these eminent publicists agree that the present 
absolutistic and bureaucratic system in Russia is doomed and that the 
agrarian problem bristles with difficulties. Both seem to believe in 
the ultimate possibility of a constitutional and parliamentary regime for 
Russia, but they apparently also believe in proceeding very slowly and 
cautiously. Both approach their subject in the spirit of liberal conserva- 
tism rather than in one of conservative liberalism. The views of that 
veteran student of Russia, Leroy-Beaulieu, are evidently somewhat 
biased by fears for the future of the Dual Alliance between France and 
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Russia, whose very existence might be endangered by the triumph of 
the radical or revolutionary forces in Russia. He even makes this danger 
the ground for an exhortation to moderation or conservatism in French 
politics. This bias on the part of a great publicist may serve to remind 
us of our good fortune in the United States in that we are not yoked to- 
gether with any foreign Power, reactionary or otherwise, but are free to 
work out our own destiny. 

A. S. Hebshey. 

Das Staatsrecht des Russischen Reiches. By Dr. W. Gribowski. (Das 
offentliche Recht der Gegenwart, Band XVII.) Tubingen: Verlag 
von J. G B. Mohr. 1912. pp. xi, 197. 

For some time there has been a need for a really good text-book of 
Russian public law, which should make a knowledge of the development 
of public law, since the granting of the constitution, available to foreign 
students. The only reliable text-book, which is that written by Prof. 
Engelmann (in Marquardsen's Handbuch), was published in the eighties 
and is absolutely out of date; none of the Russian literature concerning 
Russian public law is as yet translated into any other European lan- 
guage. This is the more unfortunate because of the interesting pecul- 
iarities of Russian public law and the distinctive characteristics of the 
Russian scientific schools. One must remember that the scientific inter- 
pretation of Russian law has already been responsible for the publication 
of many dozens of volumes of analysis and criticism. 

Thus one might await with considerable interest the volume of the 
great German edition Das offentliche Recht der Gegenwart devoted to the 
public law of the Russian Empire. It has now finally appeared; un- 
fortunately, however, it is bound to disappoint many a reader. First of 
all, it is much too short and deals with most of the questions in a too ele- 
mentary way. Secondly, the most important controversial questions are 
carefully avoided by the author. Moreover, the volume makes on the 
reader a distinct impression that the author is not a specialist in the 
subject he treats. Prof. Gribowski has not specialized in constitutional 
law; he is an historian and not a lawyer, which fact necessarily shows 
in his work. Unfortunately, the historical aspect of the subject is almost 
entirely omitted by the author, though that is the part in which he 
could have done his best work. This is especially regrettable because the 
development of the public law of Russia can hardly be made intelligible 
unless it is explained and interpreted in connection with the historical 



